Tri County Softball League Rules 2010
Tri County Softball League will adhere to the “Fast Pitch” and “Slow Pitch” rules in the ASA Youth Softball rule book with the following exceptions:
A. Run, time and Inning Limits;
a. 16U, 14U, 12U and 10U will have 1 hour 15 minute time limits
b. 8U and 6U will have 1 hour time limit
c. 10U, 8U and 6U will play 7 innings
d. 12U, 10U, 8U and 6U will have a 5 run limit per inning
e. 14U and 16U will have a 7 run limit per inning
NO GAME WILL BE CALLED DUE TO RUN RULE
B. Game time is 5:30pm if four or more teams are playing and 6:00pm if fewer teams are playing.  There is a ten minute grace period on game times.  If a team is not ready to play within ten minutes of the game time, the game is forfeited.  Game times and dates may be changed if agreed upon by both coaches involved.  Games may start early with the consent of coaches of both teams and umpires.
C. A team roster must have at least 3 girls of the same age division to have a team in the league.  A team may call up players from younger teams (MAXIMUM 7) to play.  The players on the older team may not be removed from the game to let younger players play.  If no team is available for the younger player in her age division, the player may play as an equal on the older team.  If a girl is on a roster the previous year she must remain on the same roster.  Switching rosters is forbidden and will result in forfeit of games if it is detected.  This applies to inner city as well as from town to town.  To be released from a roster you must obtain a league wide procedural release.  To obtain the release the parent of the child wanting to be released must write a letter and explain why the child wishes to be released.  The child must then present this letter to each town’s board or commissioner and they will decide if the child can or cannot be released.  If the town’s board or commissioner releases the child then present this letter at the Tri County Softball League meeting and Tri County will vote.  This release procedure will only take place one time per playing year.
D. When substitutions are made the opposing team as well as the umpire must be notified.
E. Rosters for each team will be turned into the league secretary by the FIRST game of league play.
F. Tri County Softball League fees are $50.00 per team.  League fees must be paid before the FIRST game of league play.
G. Individual league trophies will be awarded at the end of league play to the 1st and 2nd place teams in 6U, 8U, and 10U age divisions in each conference.  Individual tee shirts will be awarded at the end of league play to the 1st and 2nd place teams in each 12U, 14U, and 16U age divisions in each conference.
H. All Tri County League teams must play in all season tournaments.  $50.00 to $250.00 fine,  which will be voted on by tri-county board, if your team does not attend season tournaments.  Host parks will provide 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place trophies and tee shirts for all season tournaments.  Host parks must provide individual trophies for 6U, 8U and 10U.  Host parks will provide tee shirts for 12U, 14U and 16U.
I. All tournament games must have at least one sanctioned umpire on the field (each field) at all times during tournament play for all age divisions.   There must be two umpires on the field at all times for all age divisions during tournament play except for 6U.  (6U one umpire must be sanctioned/certified)
J. Each team will provide insurance for their players.
K. Parents or spectators being offensive to players, coaches, or umpires will be asked to leave the ball park by the umpire after a warning is issued.
L. No foul of obscene language on the part of the coaches, players or spectators will be tolerated.  Umpires will immediately ask the person or persons to leave the ball park.  Sportsmanship and diplomacy is expected from all.
M. A town must field at least two different age divisions to play in Tri County Softball League, unless special arrangements have been made.
N. 6U and 8U may play a league game with 9 players and the 10th position is NOT an out.  Fast Pitch (10U, 12U, 14U and 16U) teams may play a league game with 8 players but the 9th position IS AN OUT.
O. Before each game the umpire will give one warning to each team about slinging a bat (intentionally or not) endangering umpires, spectators, other players, etc., if a bat is slug the batter will be called out.
P. Warm up pitches between innings or for a new pitcher will be limited to 1 minute or 5 pitches.
Q. Protest will be handled in the following manner; the protesting coach will set out in writing the nature of the protest and submit it to the commissioner, who will then call together the Protest Committee.  The Protest Committee shall consist of TCSL President Greg White and Commissioners Lance Hamilton and Michael Ball.  A protest fee of $20.00 must accompany the protest.
R. Line-ups with players name and number (including subs) should be given to the scorekeeper and the opposing team.  (If there is a discrepancy, ASA rules states the batting line up goes by the name of the batter instead of the number)
S. Make up games are to be made up within two weeks.  The host team coach is responsible for the make up game.  If make up games are not made up in two weeks the President or Commissioner will schedule the game.  Games that are not made up will be a loss for the host team.  The score will be recorded a 7 – 0 win for the visiting team.  This is also how a forfeited game will be recorded.  
T. Coaches can call time out only once per inning to talk to a batter or player in the field.  If an injury occurs the umpire calls a time out that takes longer than 2 or 3 minutes, the time will be added back to the playing time.
U. Players will wear fastened chin straps on their batting helmets at all times while on the playing field.  All batters will be required to have a face mask on batting helmets (except 6U)
V. Each host team/park is required to have a current Official ASA Softball Rule Book available at all times.
W. 6U is coach pitch.  Batters will receive 5 pitches or 3 swinging strikes.  If the 3rd strike of 5th pitch is a foul, the batter will receive another pitch.  The batter will continue their at bat until a pitch is taken, a 3rd swinging strike occurs or the ball is put in play.  (Unlimited foul balls)  The pitching distance is 25 feet and pitchers must keep at least one foot on the 25 feet mark.  6U base distance is 45 feet.  6U may use any type bat.  6U will use White 11 inch Green Dot ball.  6U must stop lead runner.
X. Admission to league games will be $2.00 per adult and children under 18 will be admitted free.  Three coaches per team will be admitted free.  Each town will charge admission at its own discretion.
THE FOLLOWING RULES APPLY ONLY TO 8U TEAMS

A.  8u and 10U will be machine pitch.  The pitching machine must be 35 feet from the home plate and must be set at 35 miles per hour for 8U and 40 miles per hour for 10U.  Each batter will receive 5 pitches or 3 swinging strikes (no walking).  If the fifth pitch is hit foul the batter will remain alive as long as they continue to foul off pitches.  8U and 10U will be allowed to steal bases, one base at a time but NO stealing home.  Runners are allowed to leave the base as soon as the ball leaves the machine. 8U and 10U will field 10 players in the field but may play 9 and the 10th position is not an out.
B. In field fly rule is not in effect
C. 8U and 10U base distance will be 60 feet.
D. Only one defensive coach will be allowed outside the dugout.
Tri County will abide by the following:
Fast Pitch Base Distances:  8U, 10U, 12U, 14U and 16U will be 60 feet
Fast Pitch Pitching distances:  12U, 14U, and 16U will be 40 feet
6U, 8U, and 10U may use white or yellow, 11 inch, 47 core or less balls.
*It is the responsibility of each town contact to make sure all umpires have and follow tri-county rules during every game.
12U, 14U and 16U will be 12 inch, ASA approved, 47 core or less
